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On Oct. 30, in Guatemala, President Jorge Serrano held a summit meeting with his Salvadoran
and Honduran counterparts, Alfredo Cristiani and Rafael Callejas. The three leaders
signed the Guatemala Declaration, a document which lays the groundwork for advancing
toward establishment of a new federation of Central American states. A similar Federacion
Centroamericana was in place between 1824 and 1838, following Central America's independence
from Spain. The Guatemala Declaration calls for immediate formation of two commissions, which
will be charged with drafting proposals for establishment of a region-wide political union. The
document also calls on Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Panama to join the new regional initiative,
and for the Central American Parliament (PARLACEN) and the Central American Economic
Integration Secretariat (SIECA) to contribute in every way possible to the process of establishing
a new federation. Following the meeting, the three heads of state held a joint press conference.
According to President Cristiani, "we believe the efforts which have been made to achieve stability
and to consolidate the democratic process have now matured to the point where it is possible to go
forward in a more dynamic manner, moving toward this objective [federation] which is contained
in the constitution of each of our countries." Serrano described the Declaration as "historic" and
said political unification of the states on the Central American isthmus was the logical counterpart of
efforts toward regional economic integration which have been progressing during the previous few
years. The proposal for establishment of a political federation will be evaluated by the presidents of
all six countries at a summit meeting scheduled for mid-December in Panama. (Sources: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, Inter Press Service,
10/30/92)
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